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KS4 - GCSE Geography

Official 
Examinations

Theme 1 Urban and Rural Change
 

Including: Urbanisation in contrasting global 
cities (London and Mumbai), Distinctive 

features of urban areas, factors that drive urban 
and rural change, cause and effect of retail 

change, leisure use issues.

Theme 1 
Development

 
Including: Global 

development 
patterns, causes & 
consequences of 

uneven development, 
globalisation, MNCs, 

trade, aid.

Theme 2 Rivers
 

Including: Distinctive 
river landscapes, 

flooding, river flood 
management, views 

and opinions.

Theme 2 Coasts
 

Including: Distinctive 
coastal landscapes, 

coastal management, 
SMPs, climate change 
impacts, views and 

opinions.

Enquiry and 
Geographical Skills

 
Including: 

Geographical enquiry 
process, fieldwork 

skills, collecting data, 
presenting data.

Theme 2 Weather 
& Climate

 
Including: UK 

climate variations, 
global atmospheric 
circulation, weather 

hazards, hurricanes & 
droughts.

Theme 2 Climate 
Change & Theme 3 

Ecosystems
 

Including: Causes 
& consequences 

of climate change, 
attitudes, reducing 

climate change. How 
ecosystems function.

Theme 3 
Ecosystems Under 

Threat
 

Including: How 
ecosystems are used 
by people, how they 

are damaged and how 
ecosystems can be 

managed sustainably. 
The hot semi-arid 

and tropical rainforest 
ecosystems.

Theme 3 Water 
Resources & 

Desertification
 

Including: Causes 
and consequences 
of desertification, 

management 
strategies. Water 

supply and demand, 
challenges of managing 

water supplies.

Revision
 

Revision of topics and 
skills covered across 

the course before the 
final exams (3 papers).


